
 

AMH 3930—002 

Spring 2024: Mo/We/Fr: 9:20 - 10:10 

Instructor: Joseph M. Gabriel, Ph.D.  

This class examines the history of drugs in the United States from 

the colonial period to the present. Among other topics, we will ask 

ourselves: What are drugs, and why do people use them? Why are 

some drugs legal and other drugs illegal? What is the difference 

between “recreational” and “medical” use? What are some of the 

risks associated with drug use, and how can we minimize them? 

Should people who use illegal drugs be put in prison? Why?  


