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Education


Ph.D. 
Rutgers University





2003 




Modern European and British History





Secondary Fields: Gender History, Global and Comparative History 


Publications


Before Wilde: Sex Between Men in Britain’s Age of Reform (Berkeley, University of


 California Press, 2009, paperback edition 2013). 

‘Beyond the Law’: Ending the Death Penalty for Sodomy in Nineteenth-Century


 Britain (120,000 word manuscript complete and under review in April 2019). 

“Arguing Against Intolerance: Louisiana and Britain in the Early Nineteenth



Century,” in From Sodomy Laws to Same-Sex Marriage: International 



Perspectives Since 1789, Sean Brady and Mark Seymour, eds. 


(Bloomsbury Academic, in production – publication in July 2019).

“Undoing Difference: Academic History and the Downton Abbey Audience,” 


Journal of British Cinema and Television (forthcoming January 2019). 

“The Consequences of Dating Don Leon,” in Queer Difficulty in Art and Poetry: 



Rethinking the Sexed Body in Verse and Visual Culture, Chris Reed and 



Jongwoo Jeremy Kim, eds. (Rutledge, 2017), 24-33.  


“Politics and the Reporting of Sex between Men in the 1820s,” in 



British Queer History: New Approaches and Perspectives, 



Brian Lewis, ed. (University of Manchester Press, 2013). 


“Full-Text Databases and Historical Research: Cautionary Results from a 



Ten-Year Study,” Journal of Social History 45(Fall 2012): 1-17.  


“Liberal Exclusions and Sex Between Men in the Modern Era: Speculations on a 



Framework,” Journal of the History of Sexuality 9(September 2010): 409-431. 


“Forgetting the Unthinkable: Cross-Dressers and British Society 



in the Case of the Queen vs. Boulton and Others,” Gender and History, 



11(April 2000): 127-157. 


“Class Divide: When Students Resist Material for Ideological Reasons, 



Start from Where They Are,” (Cover Story) Perspectives on History, 


(March 2017): 19-20. 

“Queers, Homosexuals, and Activists in Early Nineteenth-Century Britain?”



Notches: (Re)Marks on the History of Sexuality, a peer-reviewed online 



publication  of the Raphael Samuel History Centre, UK, 



July 28, 2015. http://notchesblog.com


“Reading the History of Sexuality Collectively in the Digital Age,” Notches: 



(Re)Marks on the History of Sexuality, a peer-reviewed online publication 



of the Raphael Samuel History Centre, August 13, 2015. http://notchesblog.com


“Types of African Homosexuality: Traditional relationships give the lie to calling 



same-sex coupling a Western idea,” The Advocate (June/July 2014): 22. 


“Who Could Vote in Downton Abbey?” Huffington Post, December 29, 2012.


“Dishing About Sex Between Men in Victorian Britain,” American Sexuality 



(National Sexuality Resource Center, June 15, 2009). 


ILGA (International Lesbian and Gay Association) entry in Bonnie Smith, ed., 



The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History, vol. 1 



(Oxford University Press, 2008): 602-3. 


Review: Anna Clark, Alternative Histories of the Self: A Cultural History of 



Sexuality and Secrets, 1762–1917 (New York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2017) 



for The Journal of British Studies 57 4(2018): 848–49.



Review: Dominic Janes, Dominic, Oscar Wilde Prefigured: Queer Fashioning and 



British Caricature, 1750–1900 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016)



for The American Historical Review 123 1(February 2018): 304-5.

Review: Harry Cocks, Visions of Sodom: Religion, Homoerotic Desire, and 



the End of the World in England, c. 1550-1850 (Chicago: University of Chicago 



Press, 2017) for History: Reviews of New Books 80 3(Fall 2018): 588-9.  

Review: Emma Vickers, Queen and Country: Same-sex Desire in the British 



Armed Forces, 1939-45 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2015) 



for History: Reviews of New Books 45 4(July 2017): 103. 


Review: Alana Harris and Timothy Willem Jones, eds. Love and Romance in Britain,

1918–1970. Genders and Sexualities in History (Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave, 2015) for The Journal of British Studies 55 4(October 2016): 846-7. 


Review: Dominic Janes, Picturing the Closet: Male Secrecy and Homosexual 



Visibility in Britain (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015) 


for Gender and History 29 2(2017): 479-80. 

Review: David A. J. Richards, The Rise of Gay Rights and the Fall of the British



Empire: Liberal Resistance and the Bloomsbury Group (New York: Cambridge 



University Press, 2013) for Law and History Review 33 1(2015): 249-51.

Review: Lisa Z. Sigel, Making Modern Love: Sexual Narratives and Identities 



in Interwar Britain. Sexuality Studies (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 



2012) for The Journal of British Studies (October 2013): 1115-6.  

Review: Anne Spry Rush, Bonds of Empire: West Indians and Britishness 



from Victoria to Decolonization (New York, Oxford University Press, 2011)  


for History, Reviews of New Books 45 2(2013): 67-8. 


Review: George Cruickshank, London’s Sinful Secrets: The Bawdy History and 



Very Public Passions of London’s Georgian Age (New York: 



St. Martin’s Press, 2009) for The Historian 74 1(Spring 2012): 148-9. 


Review: Naomi Hetherington and Nadia Valman, eds., Amy Levy: Critical Essays, 



(Athens, Ohio University Press, 2010) for Shofar: An Interdisciplinary Journal 



of Jewish Studies 30(Winter 2012): 190-2.   

Review: Diane Mason, The Secret Vice: Masturbation in Victorian Fiction and 


Medical Culture (Manchester, University of Manchester Press, 2008) for The 


Journal of British Studies, 49(July 2010): 725-6.  

Review: Richard C. Sha, Perverse Romanticism: Aesthetics and Sexuality in Britain, 



1750-1832 (Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009) for History, 



Reviews of New Books 38(January 2010): 23-24. 

Review: Paula Findlen, Wendy Wassyng Roworth, and Catherine M. Sama, eds.



Italy’s Eighteenth Century: Gender and Culture in the Age of the Grand Tour 



(Stanford, Calif., Stanford University Press, 2009) for History, Reviews of 



New Books 38(April 2010): 58-59. 


Review, Patricia Cline Cohen, Timothy J. Gilfoyle, and Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz, 


The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 1840s New York (University of 



Chicago Press, 2008) for The Historian 72(Fall 2009): 640-1. 


Review, Trev Lynn Broughton and Helen Rogers, eds., Gender and Fatherhood in 



the Nineteenth Century (Palgrave, 2007) for Men and Masculinities, 



11(January 2009): 380-382.

Review, Morris Kaplan, Sodom on the Thames: Sex, Love, and Scandal in 



Wilde Times (Cornell University Press, 2005) for Victorian Studies, 


48(Summer 2006): 769-71.


Review, Matt Houlbrook, Queer London: Perils and Pleasures in the Sexual 



Metropolis, 1918-1957 (University of Chicago Press, 2005) for 



Sexualities, 9(October 2006): 497-498. 

Review, Matt Cook, London and the Culture of Homosexuality, 1885-1914 



(Cambridge University Press, 2003) for Journal of British Studies, 



44(April 2005): 397-8.


Review, Alison Oram and Annmarie Turnbull, eds., The Lesbian History Sourcebook: 



Love and Sex Between Women in Britain from 1780 to 1970 (Routledge, 2001) 



for Committee on Gay and Lesbian History Newsletter, Fall 2002.

Conference Presentations

“Writing Early Queer Lives: Authorial and Biographical Imperatives before 1900,”


American Historical Association, 133rd Annual Meeting, 



Chicago, IL, January 5, 2019. 


“Humanitarians, Utilitarians, and Debating the End of the Death Penalty for 


Sodomy in the 1840s,” Southern Conference on British Studies, 


Annual Meeting, Birmingham AL, November 9, 2018.


“Teaching Now: The Present in British History Classrooms,” North American 



Conference on British Studies, Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, November 2017. 

“Distant Strangers: Academic History and the Downton Abbey Audience” 



North American Conference on British Studies, Annual Meeting, 


Washington, DC, November 11, 2016. 

“Morality and Mapping Same-Sex Desire in the British Public Sphere: 1770 to 1870,”



Southern Conference on British Studies, Annual Meeting, 
 

St. Petersburg, FL, November 3, 2016. 

“Undoing and the Future of LGBTQ Scholarship and Politics,” After Marriage: The 



Future of LGBTQ Politics and Scholarship, CUNY Graduate Center, CLAGS 



Annual Conference, New York, NY, October 1, 2016. 


“Wellington’s Exiles: The British Military and Same-Sex Desire in the Napoleonic 



Era,” International Napoleonic Society Fourteenth International Napoleonic 



Congress, Shades of 1916: Ireland in Revolutionary and Napoleonic Europe, 



Dublin, Ireland, July 13, 2016. 


“Denouncing the Sodomy Law in Early Nineteenth-Century America,” 



Gay American History @ 40: LGBTQ History: Past, Present, Future, 



CLAGS, CUNY Graduate Center, New York, NY, May 5-6, 2016. 


“Military Masculinity and Same-Sex Desire in Early Nineteenth Century Britain,” 



Manchester Metropolitan University, 3rd Annual What Is and How to Do



LGBT History Conference, Manchester, UK, February 27, 2016. 

“‘Sympathetic Ink’ and the Role of Individual Identity in the 1820s Effort to 



Reform the British Sodomy Laws,” Modern History Workshop on “The 



Individual and Society” for the North American Conference on British Studies 



Annual Conference, Little Rock, Arkansas, November 13-15, 2015. 

“Teaching Queer History” North American Conference on British Studies 



Annual Conference, Little Rock, Arkansas, November 13-15, 2015. 

“‘Ignorant, Prejudiced, Cold-Blooded, False, and Cruel’: Rejecting the Sodomy 



Law in the Louisiana Legislature, 1814-15,” From Sodomy Laws to Same-Sex 



Marriage. Birkbeck, University of London, September 24, 2015.

“Electronic Tools for Researching Same-Sex Desire in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-



Century Britain,” Second Annual 'What is & How to Do LGBT History?' 



Conference, Manchester, UK, February 14, 2015.
“Identity and Activism: The Movement to Repeal the Sodomy Laws in 1820s

Britain,” American Historical Association, 129th Annual Meeting, 


New York, NY, January 2-5, 2015.

 “Frameworks for Historicizing Representations of Queer Youth,” Queer Youth 

Histories Workshop, Weeks Centre for Social and Policy Research, 

London South Bank University, June 19, 2014.

“Hidden in Plain Sight: A Methodology for Understanding the Bishop of Clogher,”


Other Lives, Other Voices: A Conference in Honor of Bonnie Smith, Rutgers 


University, New Brunswick, NJ, March 8-9, 2013.  

“Between the Scandals: 1822 to 1870 and the Reporting of Sex Between Men in



London,” Midwest Conference on British Studies, University of Toronto,  



Toronto, Canada, October 12-14, 2012.

“Charles Muirhead’s London: Sexuality and Identity in the 1820s,” Radically 



Gay: The Life & Visionary Legacy of Harry Hay,” City University of New York 



Graduate Center, CLAGS Annual Conference, New York, NY, Sept. 27-30, 2012. 

“Everyday Affairs: Mainstream Reporting of Sex between Men in mid-Victorian 



London,” Sentiment and Sensation in Victorian Periodicals, Annual Conference 



of the Research Society for Victorian Periodicals, University of Texas, 



Austin Texas, USA, September 14-15, 2012. 

“Liberal Exclusions and Sex Between Men: Speculations on a Framework,” 



British Queer History Conference, McGill University, 



Montreal, Quebec, October 16, 2010. 


“Making Room on the Left for Adam Smith: Pedagogical and Research 


Implications,” American Historical Association, 124th Annual Meeting, 



San Diego, Ca., January 6, 2010.  


“Researching Sex Between Men in Early Nineteenth-Century Britain: New Tools, 



New Results,” North American Conference on British Studies, Louisville, KY, 



November 8, 2009. 

“Moral Philosophy on Immoral Bondage: Caribbean Slavery and The Wealth of 



Nations,” Midwest Conference on British Studies (MWCBS), 55th Annual 



Meeting: Papers in Honour of Seymour Drescher, Pittsburgh, PA, 



October 9, 2009. 

“The Character of Medicine: Homosexuality, Masculinity, Class, and Continuity in 



the Nineteenth Century,” “What is Masculinity? How useful is it as a Historical 



Category?” Birkbeck College, University of London, May 16, 2008.


“Archives and Researchers: Proposal for a New Institutional Relationship,” CUNY



ALMS Conference, New York, NY, May 10, 2008. 

“Rethinking Links between Masculinity, Identity, and Same-Sex Desire for 


Nineteenth-Century Britain,” American Historical Association, 



120th Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, Pa., January 6, 2006. 


“Defending Their Men: Women’s Agency in Cases of Unnatural Assault in Early 



Nineteenth-Century Britain,” Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, 



Claremont, Ca., June 2005. 


“Margins at the Center: Trials of West Indian and Muslim Men for Unnatural Assault 



in Early Nineteenth Century London,” American Historical Association, 



116th Annual Meeting, San Francisco, Ca., January 4, 2002. 


“Forgetting the Unthinkable: Cross-Dressers and British Society in the Case of the 



Queen vs. Boulton and Others,” Warren Susman Memorial Conference, 



New Brunswick, NJ, Apri1 18, 1998.


“Gender Trials: The Reduced Sphere of Acceptable Behavior for the Male Artist in 



Late Nineteenth-Century England,” American Men’s Studies Association 



Conference, DeKalb, Ill., March 24-26, 1995.

Public Lectures / Keynote Addresses / Invited Speaking / Workshops 


“​Family, Empathy and Ending the Death Penalty for Sodomy in Nineteenth-Century 



England,“ City University of New York Victorian Seminar, 


CUNY Graduate Center, New York, NY, February 6, 2019. 


“Sympathetic Ink: Politics, Identity, and the Early Nineteenth-Century Effort to 



Reform the British Sodomy Laws,” Columbia British History Seminar, 



Columbia University, January 30, 2018. 


“Sympathetic Ink: Politics, Identity and Early Nineteenth-Century British

Sodomy Law Reform,” Institute for Historical Research, History of Sexuality 
Seminar, London, UK, June 2017.


“Sympathetic Ink: Emotions, Politics, Identity and Early Nineteenth-Century British



Sodomy Law Reform,” Scholar in Residence Presentation, Center for Lesbian 



and Gay Studies, CUNY Graduate Center, May 9, 2017. 


“A Professor’s Guide to Teaching with Technology: Enhancing Learning, 



and Resisting Automation,” Lynchburg College, VA, Sept. 28, 2016.


“Identity, Liberalism, and Reforming the British Sodomy Law in the Early 



Nineteenth Century,” Lynchburg College, VA, September 28, 2016. 



“Military Masculinity and Same-Sex Desire in Early Nineteenth Century Britain,” 



Imperial War Museum North, Manchester, UK, 25 February 2016.  


“Military Masculinity and Same-Sex Desire in Early Nineteenth Century Britain,” 



FSU War and Society Workshop, Tallahassee, FL, 12 February 2016.  


“‘Like Sympathetic Ink:’ Identity and the Early Nineteenth-Century Attempt to 

Reform of the British Sodomy Laws,” The First Annual Alan Horsfall Lecture: 

for The 1st National Festival of LGBT History, Keynote, February 13, 2015, 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans History Month, Manchester, UK. 


“The Intent Behind the Touch: Evidence, Identity and Interpretation,” Sensory 



Experience Across the Disciplines: A Colloquium, Center for Humanities 



and Society, Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL, February 6, 2015. 

“1825: The Rise and Collapse of Britain’s First Sodomy Law Reform Movement,”
 
Florida State University, Works in Progress Series, October 17, 2014. 


“Who Votes at Downton Abbey and What that Tells Us About Season Three,” WFSU 



Public Television Fundraising Event, Downton Abbey Season Three Premiere,



Challenger Learning Center, Tallahassee, FL, December 16, 2012. 

Teaching Experience


Courses Taught at Florida State University (2003 to Present)  



Stuart England, 1603 to 1714 – senior and graduate level 


England, 1714 to 1870 – senior and graduate level 



Modern Britain, 1870 to Present – senior and graduate level  



Gender, Class and Sexuality in Britain, 1750 to 1914 – senior and graduate level 



British Capitalism: 1688 to Present – senior level 


Seminar: Historical Methods – graduate level 



Seminar: Writing History: Gender / Theory – graduate level 


Seminar: British Modernity – graduate level 



Colloquium: British Empire – graduate level 



Colloquium: British Political and Economic History – graduate level 



Seminar: Writing History: Gender/Theory – graduate level 



Readings in Modern European History: Nation, Class and Empire – graduate level  



Senior Seminar, 19th Century British Gender History – senior level 



Senior Seminar, 19th Century British Politics – senior level 



Senior Seminar, Free Trade in Nineteenth-Century Britain – senior level 



England, Empire, and Commonwealth – 1750 to Present – junior level 



Nineteenth-Century European History – junior level  



World History, 1200 to 1815 – introductory level 

Courses Taught at FSU London Study Center (2009 to Present)  



England, Empire, and Commonwealth – 1750 to Present – junior level 



Modern Britain, 1870 to Present – senior level  


Courses Taught at Rutgers University, New Brunswick (1999 to 2003)



Gay Men and Lesbians in History, Ancient World to Present – senior level 



Twentieth Century Europe – junior level 



Development of Europe I, Ancient World to 1750  - introductory level 



English Composition – introductory level 


Courses Taught at Rutgers University, Newark (2000)  



Development of Europe II, 1750 to Present – introductory level 


Courses Assisted In



Development of Europe II, Fall 2000 - Rutgers, New Brunswick



Development of Europe II, Spring 1999 - Rutgers, New Brunswick



Development of Europe II, Spring 1994 - UNC Wilmington



Development of Europe I, Fall 1998 - Rutgers, New Brunswick



Development of Europe I, Fall 1994 - UNC Wilmington



World History, 1500 to Present, Spring 1995 - UNC Wilmington



United States History to 1870, Spring 2001 - Rutgers, New Brunswick

Fellowships, Awards and Grants 


Scholar in Residence, Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies (CLAGS), CUNY 



Graduate Center, New York, Fall 2016 Semester  

Phi Beta Kappa Teaching Excellence Award, FSU Chapter – 2015-`16 
NACBS Undergraduate Essay Contest – Nominated Winner, 2015-`16

FSU Undergraduate Research Mentor Award, 2014-`15 
NACBS Undergraduate Essay Contest – Nominated Winner, 2012-`13

Transformations Through Teaching Award, FSU Spiritual Life Project, Fall 2011 
Nominations for FSU Teaching Award – 2015, 2016 

Strozier Library Collection Development Grant, 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2012 

Provost’s Faculty Travel Grant, Spring 2006, Fall 2009, and Fall 2012 

Florida State University, First Year Assistant Professor Award, Summer 2004


Rutgers University, Graduate Fellowship, 2001-`02, 1999-`00, and 1997-`98


Rutgers University, Graduate Teaching Assistantship, 2000-`01 and 1998-`99


UNC Wilmington, Graduate Teaching Assistantship, Spring 1994 and 1994-`95


UNC Wilmington, Tyrone B. Rowell Scholarship, 1994-`95 and 1995-`96

Academic Administrative Positions 


Executive Board, Southern Conference on British Studies, 2017 to present 

Advisory Board Chair, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program, 



Florida State University, 2017 to present 


Fulbright Screening Committee: U.S. Student Program, 2018 to present 


North American Conference on British Studies Rights Task Force, 2016-`17 

Assistant Dean For Students, New York University, 2013-`14 
Vice Chair for Undergraduate Education – Florida State History Dept., 2011-`12 

Secretary, Committee on LGBT History, American Historical Association, 2007-`12 
Professional Organizations


North American Conference on British Studies 


Southern Conference on British Studies 


American Historical Association 


Committee on Gay and Lesbian History of the American Historical Association 
